
 

 

March 12, 2020 
 

Dear Friends: 

 

I write this afternoon with an update on our plan about the recently declared worldwide pandemic virus 

(COVID -19). Following a conscientious review of guidance from our regional professional 

associations, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases (NIAID) at the NIH and with an appreciation for the potential impact of the virus on all 

members of our extended school family, we have determined that tomorrow, Friday, March 13, 2020, 

will be our final day of classes before spring break. Dismissal will be at 3:00PM and GRASP programs 

will be in session until 6:00PM. 

 

In every way, we have tried to navigate this situation with surefootedness and care, considering all 

available perspectives and striving to keep our thinking flexible. Amidst our ongoing efforts to evaluate 

community health risks, contain the spread of COVID-19, and ensure the good health of our school 

family, the decision to close the school is clear. Out of an abundance of caution, and with the knowledge 

that we have come to this decision in advance of any known cases of the coronavirus in our community, 

it is the right thing to do. 

  

Tomorrow we are scheduled to enjoy a Beako assembly, with newly admitted families invited to that 

performance as well as to a reception immediately following. We intend to proceed with these events, 

but I encourage every family to evaluate your personal situation and keep children at home if that is your 

preference. As you would for any absence, please notify us as early as possible if your child will not be 

at school tomorrow. We strongly encourage anyone over the age of 60, those with compromised 

immune systems, or who have traveled outside the United States in the last 14 days to refrain from 

attending either of these programs. Please note that the two Beako assemblies scheduled in April are 

cancelled as are all field trips until further notice. 

 

Our next important decision will be whether we can return to campus at the end of spring break or 

whether we will need to initiate a distance learning program. It is my earnest hope that the days away 

from school will provide us with both time and information to reach that decision, and I will share it 

with you in the days prior to our scheduled return. Early next week, faculty and staff will be on campus 

working together to prepare a selection of technology-based lessons that will be available should 

circumstances arise that necessitate an extended break. It is our plan to test the electronic delivery of 

these lessons next week, so be ‘on the lookout’ for email messages from your child’s teacher. Please let 



 

 

me know as soon as possible if you do not have the technology tools available to accommodate remote 

learning opportunities. Thank you.  

 

As I noted in my letter of Tuesday afternoon, I know that many families have already made plans to 

travel during the break. Please consider cancelling those trips, whether domestic or international. If you 

do plan to be away, understand that if your travels include destinations to nations designated by the CDC 

as Category Two or Three or to other areas of identified high risk, your child and family will not be 

allowed on campus for 14 days following your return to Maryland. For more information about 

international travel, see this link (CDC). Please inform my office of your travel plans prior to your 

departure so that we can collaborate regarding support for your child’s learning if they are quarantined at 

home for this reason. 

 

For your reference, I have enclosed links to a concise chart to distinguish coronavirus symptoms from 

those of an allergy or influenza, those of both the CDC and the NIH as well as an article that may be a 

helpful tool for having conversations with your children. The publication of the Primary Source will 

resume when we return to campus in April. 

 

Thank you, as ever, for your incredible support and faith in our important work together. 

 

Warmly, 

 

 

 

Scott Lawrence 

Head of School 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/11/health/coronavirus-cold-allergies-flu-difference-symptoms-wellness-trnd/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html#2019coronavirus-summary
https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus
https://susanstiffelman.com/talking-with-kids-about-coronavirus/

