
 

 

April 3, 2020 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

In the midst of these most disquieting times, I trust that you and your families are well and that you have 

settled into a familiar ‘at-home’ schedule. How I wish we could be together again on campus – here and 

now!   

 

As planned, we launched phase one of our distance learning program earlier this week. Designed to 

replicate the classroom experience on an essential level, this pilot week was intended as an orientation of 

sorts with homeroom faculty and children becoming reacquainted via Zoom technology, telephone calls 

and email messages. In addition to reading, writing and math lessons, many of our specialists created 

activities for the students and by, all accounts, we are off to a wonderful start. As we implement the next 

phase of our plan, I want to thank you for your feedback by way of messages and telephone calls. Your 

questions and your thoughts are very helpful and I encourage you to continue to reach out to me or to 

your child’s teacher as frequently as you like. 

. 

While our daily, online learning schedule is designed to provide both structure and flexibility, it will not 

exactly follow the schedule of a typical school day. Beginning this Sunday evening (4/5/2020) you will 

receive an outline of classes and learning tasks from your child’s teacher, however this may differ from 

week to week. This outline was previously planned for a Monday morning send, but we thought Sunday 

evening was more convenient for families. Going forward you can expect: 

 

• Ongoing contact with homeroom teachers via daily Zoom lessons, emails and weekly telephone 

calls. While the daily lessons and emails will continue as they have this week, going forward, 

telephone calls to students will be scheduled in advance at mutually convenient times.  

• Zoom lessons with selected specialists every week. Both the schedule and log-in information for 

these lessons will be included in the Sunday email from homeroom teachers. For students in 

grades one and two, this will include weekly Math Enrichment classes with Mrs. Shaffer. In 

addition, please do access the specialist lesson plans attached to the Sunday email. These contain 

a number of video lessons, songs and activities for your children to enjoy. 

• ‘Lunch with the Head of School’ opportunities for students (and their alumni siblings!) will be 

instituted next week and will continue until our eventual return to campus. Please note this 

week’s schedule and log-in information below. 



 

 

• For parents, ‘Conversations with the Head of School’ will begin next Friday, 4/10/2020 and will 

be scheduled regularly and as conveniently as possible while we are away from school. 

Additional information is included below. 

 

We will continue to build upon and adjust our plan and as we all—students, families and staff—become 

familiar with a new remote learning environment.  

 

Before I sign off, I would be remiss if I didn’t share my thoughts beyond the nuts and bolts of our 

planning and scheduling for our distance learning.  Late last night, as I tried to organize my thinking, I 

realized that if I were ever going to get some sleep, I had to turn my attention to other things. I reached 

for a well-loved book of verse Always Believe in Yourself and Your Dreams, edited by Patricia Wayant. 

I read about gratitude. It was just the thing. 

 

gratitude. n.: the state of being grateful: thankfulness. 

Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary (6th edition). (1999). Springfield: Merriam-Webster. 

 

Gratitude, authentically achieved, can be life changing but it is a high bar, one that demands courageous 

reflection. The truth is, my gratitude is soaring just about now. I am grateful for you, for your children 

and for the Primary Day staff that is working together, albeit physically apart, to remain laser focused on 

our mission and to implement the very best distance learning activities for our students. Be assured of 

my ‘virtual gratitude’ for your patience and flexibility – your trust in us is most appreciated.  

 

Warmly, 

 

 

 

Scott Lawrence 

Head of School 
 

 

 


