
 

 

 

March 15, 2021 
 
Dear Primary Day School Community, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am thrilled to announce the appointment of Neil Mufson as The Primary 
Day School’s next Head of School, effective July 1, 2021. The Board’s decision to appoint Neil was based on the 
enthusiastic, unanimous, recommendation of its Search Committee and informed by a deliberate and thorough 
search process including meaningful input from faculty, staff, parents, and friends of PDS.   
 
Neil will bring an outstanding record of success as a school leader, having served the Country School, a PK-8 
school in Easton, MD, as its Head for 30 years (1990-2020). Neil’s references consistently spoke of his ability to 
build strong, authentic, relationships with students, parents, and faculty. His Board Chair shared, “Perhaps the 
most distinctive quality Neil possesses is the ability to create a personal connection with the students and parents 
of our school. The children and their families hold Neil in the highest esteem.... His ability to navigate the daily 
challenges of his job, yet maintain strong relationships with each family, has been the key to his success at the 
Country School. Neil’s personal skills are truly one of a kind and will undoubtedly benefit him in any position he 
seeks.”  As Search Committee members got to know Neil better, they recognized the strong match between his 
relational, positive, and warm style and that of our community. 
 
Throughout his tenure at the Country School, Neil volunteered actively with the Association of Independent 
Maryland Schools (“AIMS”). He served as its vice-president, president, chaired the Accreditation Committee and 
held other roles throughout his years as an AIMS Head of School. As a result of this work, Neil has strong 
relationships with many Heads of School in the area, a network that will benefit the PDS community. Neil began 
his independent school career as an English teacher shortly after graduating from Brown University with a degree 
in Comparative Literature. He obtained a Masters in Education from Tufts University with a focus in Educational 
Theory and Counseling Psychology. Prior to taking on the headship of Country School, Neil served Ensworth 
School in Nashville, TN for five years as the head of upper school, Grades 6-8. During his 30 years at Country 
School, Neil achieved a great deal, leading the school to full enrollment, increasing the endowment from $150K 
to $9.5M, strengthening diversity, increasing faculty compensation, and managing numerous campus 
improvements, renovations, and building projects. 
 
Neil’s extensive leadership experience and his expertise make him well-poised to support and guide our students, 
families, teachers and staff, and to lead our distinctive school.  The Board is excited about working with Neil in 
his transition and as Head of School and is confident that his tenure at Primary Day will be marked by great 
success and a strong sense of community. 
 
The Board recognizes the great contributions of Head of School Scott Lawrence, who has done so much these 
past five years to ensure the school is well-positioned for the future.  We thank him for his tremendous leadership 
and for his continued service to the school. 
 
The search process highlighted the energy and commitment of the PDS community. The Board extends our 
heartfelt thanks to our Search Committee and to our dedicated faculty, staff, parents, and friends for their 
dedicated engagement and support of Primary Day.  We would like to extend special thanks to the Co-Chairs of 
the Search Committee, Alla Iaquinto and Jennifer Miller, for their tireless efforts leading the search process. Please 
join us in warmly welcoming Neil to the Primary Day community and enjoy his accompanying letter. 
 
With gratitude for your continued trust and support, 
 
 
Ashish Lakhanpal 
Chair 
For and on Behalf of the Board of Trustees 



Dear Primary Day School Community, 

 

 I am so thrilled and humbled to have been named Primary Day’s next Head of School. From the first 

moments learning about the opportunity, to my recent COVID-compliant weekend visit to campus, it was clear 

that PDS is a truly singular, focused, distinguished, and magical place. I could sense the energy, optimism, and 

joy of childhood at every turn, despite the pandemic preventing me from yet meeting the children or witnessing 

the benefits of Beako’s magic powder. With each Zoom session, the dedication, talent, engagement, and love of 

the school embodied by the faculty, administrators, trustees, parents, and alumni I met radiated from the screen. I 

could particularly sense the accomplished professionalism, expertise, and devotion of the teachers and 

administrative team who are the heart of PDS. The kindness, warmth, and sagaciousness with which Scott 

introduced to me the school he so loves — and has done so much for — reflects his extraordinary leadership, 

vision, and humanity. He will be a tough act to follow. Know, though, how grateful I am for the trust you have all 

placed in me. 

 

 I so look forward to getting to know every child and each of you. This spring Scott, the administrative 

team, the board, and I will work together to ensure the smoothest of transitions. As we all look to the future, I am 

certain that together, and on behalf of our precious children, we can continue to ensure that Primary Day sets, 

meets, and exceeds the high aspirations we all hold for it.  

 

 As I told the search committee, when I am in, I am all in. Thank you for opening this door of opportunity. 

I can assure you, I am wholly in.  

 

 I hope you and your families are remaining healthy, meeting the challenges posed by the pandemic, and 

seizing the silver linings these times have also presented. 

 

       Warmly, 

 

       Neil Mufson 

 
 


